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MISSION
Our mission is to provide specially selected and trained community
volunteers, CASAs, to advocate for abused and neglected children
in the pursuit of safe and permanent homes.

For many abused
children, a CASA
Volunteer is the
only constant
adult presence in
their lives.
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I am for the child.
Will you be there too?
Dear CASA Friends,
CASA is a volunteer-based, nonprofit organization that trains and supervises community volunteers to
represent the best interests of our most vulnerable citizens - child victims of physical, sexual or emotional
abuse and neglect.
Volunteer CASA Advocates are appointed by judges to be a voice for these children in court. The desired
result is that children are placed into safe, loving homes where they can thrive.
Volunteer Advocates ensure that each child has a voice in court and that the Judge receives up-todate, pertinent information so important decisions may be made regarding the child’s educational and
health related needs, therapy, visitation, and ultimately permanency. Each Volunteer Advocate is vital in
determining a safe and permanent home for the child.
For children who have been abused or neglected, CASA means having a home instead of feeling lost, and
being a priority instead of feeling invisible. For Volunteer Advocates, CASA is a life-changing experience
that makes our community a better place.
Our goal is to ensure that every abused and neglected child in need has a CASA Volunteer speaking up for
their rights and standing up for their best interests. We ask that you stand with us and declare: I am for
the child.

Bill Christopher				

Lisandra Gonzales

CASA Board Chair				

Executive Director

“Stand with us and declare:
I am for the child.”

I am for the child.
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A JUDGE’S SLEEPLESS NIGHTS SPARK CREATION
OF THE FIRST CASA PROGRAM.

In 1977, a Seattle juvenile court judge concerned about making
drastic decisions with insufficient information conceived the idea
of citizen volunteers speaking up for the best interests of abused
and neglected children in the courtroom. From that first program
has grown a national network of CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocate) programs that are recruiting, training and supporting
volunteers.

Here, in Adams & Broomfield Counties, a caring group of citizens
formed our local CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties program
in the year 2000.

“I started the first CASA program because I was very frustrated as a judge.
I looked around the courtroom and there was nobody there whose only job
was to give me their view of what would be the best thing for the child.”
- Judge David Soukup
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Take the first step towards changing a child’s life. Learn what
it takes to become a CASA Volunteer at CASA17th.org.

“For some children, their childhood experiences are not times of family
picnics and trips to Grandma’s. Instead their memories will be times of family
turmoil, confusion, adults asking them questions, and moving to unfamiliar
places. This is where a CASA Volunteer is able to come in and support the
children when they need someone to care. Every child who is involved in the
court system needs an advocate, and that is why I am a CASA Volunteer.”

CASA VOLUNTEERS LISTEN FIRST.
THEN ACT.
CASA Volunteers are everyday citizens who stand up for the rights of abused and neglected
children, in the courtroom and in the community. They are not social workers – though they
work closely with paid child welfare professionals. They are not attorneys – though they
are empowered by judges to work alongside lawyers to make informed recommendations
to the court.
CASA Volunteers come from every walk of life and share a commitment to improving children’s
lives with a willingness to learn and an open mind towards life experiences different from
their own. Volunteer Advocates complete an interview, background checks and 35 hours of
intensive training.
After being sworn-in by a judge, Volunteer Advocates are appointed to a child or family
of children and spend an average of 15-20 hours a month advocating for these children.
They get to know the child while also gathering information from the child’s family, teachers,
doctors, care-givers and anyone else involved in the child’s life. Judges highly value CASA’s
recommendations, which help them make informed decisions in the child’s best interest.
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WHO AM I?
I’M A CASA VOLUNTEER.
I am for the child who has been abused.
Who doesn’t want to go home.
The child who no longer believes in himself.
I am for the child who has been neglected.
Who doesn’t know where his next meal is coming from.
The child who must be the parent to his siblings.
I am for the child who was taken away for his own protection.
The child who is now in foster care.
Who doesn’t know who these people are.
Or how long he’ll be there.

I am for the child who has lived in five foster homes in a single year.
Who’s attended six schools in four years.
Who sits in the back of yet another classroom, surrounded by strangers.
I am for the child who one day will turn 18 – and will be surrendered to the world.

I am for the child.
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NUMBERS
546
80

FISCAL YEAR 13-14
CHILDREN SERVED

VOLUNTEERS TRAINED

226

VOLUNTEERS ON CASES

291

CASES (FAMILIES) SERVED

17,683
116,233

HOURS DONATED BY VOLUNTEERS

MILES DRIVEN BY VOLUNTEERS

SOURCE OF REVENUE

LEGISLATIVE FUNDING
THE COLORADO STATE LEGISLATURE SUPPORTS CASA’S
MISSION THROUGH A STATE-WIDE INVESTMENT

INDIVIDUAL • MAJOR GIFTS &
CORPORATE DONATIONS
WORKPLACE GIVING CAMPAIGNS | COLORADO GIVES DAY
MEMORIAL GIFTS | CORPORATE GIFTS | ANNUAL HOLIDAY APPEAL.

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
INDULGE FOR CASA WINE & CHEESE EVENT
KALEIDOSCOPE OF HOPE LUNCHEON
CASA CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT
BLUE RIBBON CAMPAIGN
DINE OUT FOR CASA
COOKIE CAMPAIGN

GRANTS
CASA WORKS DILIGENTLY TO COMPLY WITH GRANT GUIDELINES
IN AN EFFORT TO RETAIN THIS VALUABLE FUNDING.

LEGISLATIVE FUNDING

$89,028

12%

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS

$60,855 ▪ 8%

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

$255,683

35%

GRANTS

$265,757

37%

IN-KIND

$60,960

8%

TOTAL REVENUE

$732,283

USE OF FUNDS
ADMINISTRATION

$59,011 ▪

9%

FUNDRAISING

$118,022

PROGRAM

$478,645 ▪ 73%

TOTAL EXPENSES		

$655,678

18%
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Children with a CASA Volunteer score better on nine protective factors, including
feeling a sense of acceptance and having a positive attitude toward the future.

Only 58% of adolescents involved in foster care will graduate from high school
by age 18.

More than 1 in 5 of adolescents who age out of the foster care system will
become homeless after age 18.

I out of 2 girls will be pregnant by age 18.

Fewer than 3% will earn college degree by the age of 23.

At the age of 24 only half are employed.

1 in 4 will be involved in the justice system within two years of leaving the
foster care system.
Source Colorado Department of Human Services.

The direct future cost on our community for every young person who
grows up in the child welfare system is $300,000.

THE DIFFERENCE:
EFFECTIVENESS OF VOLUNTEER ADVOCACY.
Publicly and privately funded studies have demonstrated the difference that
having a CASA Volunteer makes in the life of an abused or neglected child.
Below are some of the key findings:
A child with a CASA Volunteer…
• Gets more help while in the system because more services are ordered by judges.
• Will spend less time in foster care and is less likely to be bounced from home to home.
• Is substantially less likely to spend time in long-term foster care.
• Is more likely to be adopted.
• Is half as likely to re-enter foster care.
• Does better in school.
• Is more likely to pass all courses.
• Is less likely to have poor conduct
in school.
• Is less likely to be expelled.
Source National CASA
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INVEST IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD.
INVEST IN OUR FUTURE.

Our success relies on many partners, including a large network of dedicated community
members, corporations and government funders... people just like you!

CASA of Adams and Broomfield Counties is very proud of the help our volunteers provided
last year for over 500 children. We also realize this was only one fifth of the children in our
community needing our services. Your financial support can help us move closer to our goal of
serving 100% of children in need.

Help change the life of a child. Contributions support CASA Volunteers in their efforts to guide
children through the overburdened legal system to safe, permanent homes where they can
thrive. Your tax deductible gift can help turn a life of hurt into one of hope.

There are over 1,800 children with open abuse and neglect
cases in Adams & Broomfield Counties. Help us put a caring
adult in the life of every child who needs one.
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Champions for Children: $10,000 [Help 8 children in need]
Champions for Children are individuals and businesses who step up to provide support for abused
and neglected children with a $10,000 or more contribution. Champions for Children receive
year-long headline sponsor recognition through all of CASA’s Signature Events, newsletters and on
the web.
Friends of CASA: $6,000 [Help 5 children in need]
Each year, companies and individuals with a vested interest in the community join in the fight
against child abuse by becoming Friends of CASA. As a Friend of CASA supporter, your
investment will have a direct impact on the lives of children in Adams and Broomfield Counties.
Friends of CASA also receive year-long sponsor recognition through all of CASA’s Signature
Events, newsletters and on the web.
Heroes’ Guild: $2,500 [Help 2 children in need]
We invite you to become part of our Heroes’ Guild, a group of caring, committed supporters who
are helping to change the odds for two abused and neglected children. Heroes’ Guild members
receive special recognition at all of CASA’s Signature Events and an invitation to a very special
reception held in their honor.
Powerful Voices Society: $1,200 [Help a child in need]
We invite you to become part of our Powerful Voices Society, a group of caring, committed
supporters who are providing a powerful voice to abused and neglected children. As a member of
our Powerful Voices Society, you will help ensure that a child’s voice is heard in court and that they
have a fighting chance at a better future. Members receive special recognition throughout the year
and an invitation to a special recognition held in their honor.
Circle of Hope: $365 [Help us recruit and train an advocate]
Help give hope to a child in need through our Circle of Hope giving level. Investments at this level
help us recruit and train caring, committed community volunteers who will go on to help make a
difference in the lives of children who have suffered from abuse and neglect.
Every Dollar Counts: $1 [Help us recruit an advocate]
Every dollar counts and helps us get closer to providing yet one more child in need with a caring
CASA Volunteer.

WAYS TO
INVEST
We have several different investment levels, designed for donor
budgets of all size. Each investment level comes with a unique set
of benefits, our simple way of saying thank you for helping to
make a difference in the lives of abused and neglected children.

Visit our website at CASA17th.org for other ways to get involved.
CASA17th.org
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