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Dear Friends of CASA,

Every year, we are reminded that the work of CASA is about one simple but powerful idea: every child
deserves someone in their corner.

This year, 172 CASA Volunteers advocated for 374 children and youth in Adams and Broomfield
Counties. Each number represents a child with their own story, challenges, strengths, and hopes for the
future. Behind every one of those children is a volunteer who chose to show up, listen, ask questions,
build relationships, and make sure their voice is heard. While we are proud of the impact we made in
the lives of children and families this year, we are also deeply aware of the growing need. Nearly 250
children remain on our waitlist for a CASA Volunteer. That number is a powerful reminder that our work
is far from finished and that more people are needed to step forward and advocate for children.

This year was also one of continued growth and evolution for CASA. In the second year of our Family
Engagement Program, volunteers provided relationship-based advocacy to students whose chronic
absence was costing them connection, stability, and learning, helping families overcome barriers and
access resources before challenges escalate into deeper system involvement. We also invested time in
building a stronger foundation for our organization. We refined financial policies and internal controls,
evaluated our organizational structure and staffing to make the most of the resources entrusted to
us, and identified thoughtful ways to reduce expenses and operate more efficiently. At the same time,
we continued to improve our volunteer pre-service training and ongoing education, ensuring
volunteers have the tools and knowledge they need to advocate effectively. Much of this work happens
behind the scenes, but it is essential to CASA’s long-term sustainability and impact.

The challenges facing children and families remain complex. Families are navigating housing and
financial instability, mental health concerns, barriers to healthcare and education, and other
circumstances that can make an already difficult situation even harder. Nonprofits are also facing
increasing financial uncertainty and greater competition for limited resources. Yet, amid these
challenges, our community continues to show up for children and families. Our volunteers dedicate
themselves to advocating for children, our donors make this work possible through their generosity, our
community partners help families access support and opportunities, and our staff brings compassion
and dedication to this mission. We are deeply grateful for the collective commitment that makes
CASA's work possible.

As we look toward the year ahead, we know there is more to do. We want to reach more children,
welcome and support more volunteers, and build on our programs and padrtnerships. We remain
committed to responsible stewardship and expanding our reach so that more children have someone
in their corner when they need it most.

CASA is more than a program. It is a community of people who believe that children deserve to be
heard, supported, and given every opportunity to thrive. To everyone who has been part of this
mission, thank you for helping make that belief a reality. And to the children and youth we serve, thank
you for allowing us to be part of your journey. Together, we are working to ensure that children do not
have to navigate difficult circumstances alone.

With heartfelt appreciation,
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OUR MISSION

Provide volunteer advocacy and support for at-risk children and youth,
empowering families to thrive.

OUR VISION

A community that values and strengthens children and families from all backgrounds
and life experiences, providing opportunities to thrive and build successful lives.

OUR VALUES
Adaptability | Collaboration | Integrity | Respect | Quality | Service | Stewardship

BOARD

Donna Alengi

Retired, Special District
Association of Colorado

Janice Cannon

University of Colorado
Anschutz

Brooke Frarck
Natural Habitat Adventures

Michelle Gayeski
Gayeski & Associates

STAFF

Matt Cale

Lead Peer Coordinator
Supervisor

Frankie Dubar-Nelson
Program Administrator
Lisa Gallegos
Development Officer
Abbie Gass
Development Director

Sara Hoffman

Vice Chair
Conexus Insurance
Partners

Ryan Holocher

Trailhead Wealth
Management

Kate Karnik

Co-Board Chair
Logistic Dynamics

Josie Martinez

Community Engagement
Manager

Elizabeth Norris
Executive Assistant
Catherine Parra
Program Manager

Vickie Ricord
Chief Executive Officer

PEER COORDINATORS

Peer Coordinators are experienced CASA Volunteers who mentor and support other
volunteers in their advocacy for children.

Laura Afflerbaugh
Since 2024

Afsheen Ahmad
Since 2021

Linda Bennett
Since 2023

Charlene Campbell
Since 2022

Ashley Dunn
Since 2023

Morgan Ernzen
Since 2024

Estelle Fleckenstein
Since 2023

Faye Gillis

Since 2014

Gerry Hernandez
Since 2022

Tim Mcintire
Since 2024

Reid Lester
Chick-Fil-A
Deysi Neidig
At-Large
Compass

Boni Sandoval

Co-Board Chair
& Treasurer
Bank of Colorado

Leslie Sanders

Marketing &
Communications Manager

Natalie Sauter
Operations Director

Korrie Skibinski
Events Manager

Kalen Nevarez
Since 2021

Christine Polliard
Since 2022

Zoe Reese
Since 2016

Lisa Romeo
Since 2022

Jan Ryan
Since 2019

Mel Schulman

Secretary
Senior Technology
Solutions of Colorado

Marty Sos
Retired, Arrow Electronics

Judge Don Quick

Retired, 17th Judicial
District Judge

Paula Stack
Program Director
Candie Toller
Advocate Supervisor

Emily Tarr-Whelan

Lead Referral Specialist &
Peer Coordinator Supervisor

Candie Toller
Since 2017

Pam White
Since 2021

Rachel Williams
Since 2015

Judy Witt

Since 2021

Barbara Zeidman
Since 2018




Our
Programs

Dependency & Neglect Family Engagement

CASAs (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Family Engagement is a voluntary, early-
are trained volunteers appointed by the court intervention program that pairs trained
to advocate for the best interests of children volunteers with students experiencing
who have experienced abuse or neglect and attendance or school engagement challenges.
are involved in the child welfare system.
They get to know the child, gather information Volunteers build supportive relationships with
from the people involved in the child's life, and students, partner with families to identify
make recommendations to the court about strengths and address barriers, and connect
the child's needs, wellbeing, and permanency. them with community resources. The goal is to
CASA Volunteers help ensure each child's improve school attendance and engagement
voice is heard and their needs are considered before concerns escalate to truancy
as decisions are made about their future. proceedings.

Truancy

Truancy CASA Volunteers are trained
volunteers appointed by the court to
advocate for students involved in truancy
proceedings. They work alongside students,

families, and school personnel to identify Meet
barriers to attendance, connect families with
Elisabeth

resources, and help students build the skills
and support they need to attend school
“The reason | became a CASA Volunteer is pretty

regularly and succeed academically.

- . | iy IS

personal. | had always wanted to be involved
with foster care, but my life ended up going in a
direction where that wasn't going to be possible.

When | discovered CASA, it gave me another
way to support children in the system. One that
allowed me to advocate for them while still
caring for my own family and meeting the
needs of my personal life. It gave me a chance
to give back in a way | had always hoped to.”

—/—Z

-Elisabeth O'Brien, CASA Volunteer




Year In
Review

172

Volunteer Advocates

49 New
Volunteers

7,617

Volunteer Hours Donated

Cost Per Hour Total Value

$39.99 $304,604

30,734

Miles Driven by Volunteer Advocates

Cost Per Mile Total Value

$0.725 $22,282

Children and Youth
That Received Advocacy

Dependency Family
& Neglect Truancy Engagement

*2 Foster Youth in Transition’ Children

235

Cases Served

Dependency Family
& Neglect Truancy Engagement

170* | 36 | 29

*2 Foster Youth in Transitiont Cases

Learn more about the
demographics of the children we

serve, our volunteers, and our
community.

Through Colorado's Foster Youth in Transition (FYIT) program, CASA Volunteers serve as trusted allies for young adults aging out of foster
care. Operating under a youth-led advocacy framework, volunteers do not make best-interest court recoommendations, but rather empower
18-to-21-year-olds to direct their own case plans, secure essential housing and educational resources,
and successfully step into independence.


https://casa17th.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/FY-25-26-Demographics.pdf
https://casa17th.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/FY-25-26-Demographics.pdf

Read about
all of our
award
winners!

L

New
Donors

In Our Community


https://casa17th.org/article/2026-casa-appreciation-award-winners/?utm_source=annual-report&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=25-26
https://casa17th.org/article/2026-casa-appreciation-award-winners/?utm_source=annual-report&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=25-26

Swearing In
Ceremonies

Light of Hope Attendees

PREVENTION MQNTH

8

a precious child

KIDS TO SUCCEED

CASA’s involvement in the
community expands our visibility
and strengthens our organization
through connections, partnerships,
and relationships with community
members and businesses.

h ¢
and its volunteers go above and beyond to make the holidays truly special for ' #& £ CO mmun |ty
every family we serve, and seeing the joy it brings is unforgettable.”

- Joseph Davalt, CASA Volunteer 3 Eve ntS




Thank You Volunteers

YEARS OF
SERVICE

20+
Leanne Holitza

15-19

Judy Ackley
Charlene Campbell
Jeanette Neubauer
Jillon Weaver
Rachel Williams
Barbara Zeidman

10-14

Donna Alengi

Laura Bohlen
Margaret Buck

Matt Cale

Karla Fitch

Faye Gillis

DeAnna Hackenberg
Oscar Pope

Zoe Reese

Vickie Ricord

6-9

Laura Afflerbaugh
Afsheen Ahmad
Natalie Beck
Linda Bennett
Mara Buchmann
Jamie Bunker
Natasha Fry
Jane Hay

Gerry Hernandez
Robert Hoyle
Charles Keyes

Erin Keyes

Darcy Lacy
Nathan Leaf
Kimberly Lewis
Kalen Nevarez
Catherine Parra
Christine Polliard
Karla Rivas

Lisa Romeo

Janice Ryan

Kirk Sarell

Tina Schaffer
Angela Seaton
Christina Smith
Sherri Sos

Martin Sos

Caitlin Stallings
Dustin Stallings
Katie Stephens
Candie Toller
Patricia Toornman
Hunter

Nancy Werner
Jacqueline White
Pamela White
Judy Witt

4-5

Marnita Ahmenatu
Bradley Anderson
Anupama Anupindi
Nadine Birkholz
Dave Bollig

Sonja BonAnno
Theresa Dorsey
Frankie Dubar-Nelson
Ashley Dunn
Margaret Dunnington
Morgan Ernzen
Suzie Ewing

Abigail Fisher
Estelle Fleckenstein
Madison Gallipo
Kiana Gonzales
Mary Jaquish
Heather Kopas
James McCulloch
Nicole Mueller
Catherine Pleil
Kyra Silbernagel
Michael Starr
Sonya Starr
Cheryl Urbina
Edward Vaughn
2-3

Sarah Boonstra
Kaisha Brown
Karen Caddle
Ashley Dahl

Vicki Deitchel

Luis Echeverria
Raechel Greschler
Randy Hay
Stephanie Hengeveld
Emily Holloway
Allison Kallmann
Wegner
Christopher Leinster
Kelli Mahoney
Timothy Mclntire
Patricia Mergens
Susan Merryfield
Cynthia Moser
Margaret Oliver
Rebecca Pommer
Mary Ruppel
Cesar Sanchez
Natalie Sauter
Melinda Scott

Lorraine Sexton
Jennifer Skinner
Tomeka Speller
Erika Stewart
Bozica Van
Landingham
Grant Williamson

1+

Caylen Alms
Carly Bari

Holly Cannon
Sandra Cardenas
Santiago
Joseph Davalt
Ann Deam
Douglas Deam
Cheryl Dial

Stacy Donovan
Barbara Edwards
Carrie Galles
Laura Gonzalez
Adam Gromko
Karan Kacala
Karen Lough
Jessica Luckinbill
Margaret Malone
Wendy Marcucci
Kimberly Martin
Leah Martinez
Lenda Matney
Michele McGlasson
Jordan McQueen
Alyshia Medina
Marissa Mink
Marcy Moore
Jamey Munson
Nhu Nguyen-Siedem
Elisabeth O'Brien
Teresa Plank

David Ruppel
Marilyn Shea
Shelby Smith
Carolina Timm
Imani Williams

0-1

Elizabeth Balga
Samantha Bell
Rayna Black
Jennifer Braun
Paliszewski
Jessica Bruny
Sylvia Castorena
Ronda Chapleski
Sarah Collette
Sara Cortez
Nicole DiPace
Kim Dong

Julie Dykman
Madison Fields
Michele Fisher
Sawyer Gaines
Sierra Gifford
Jezzelin Gonzalez
Devika Jagadish
Lance Kendrick
Chelsea McGrath
Serina Miramontes
Charles Moyers
Krystal Nemetz
Kari Nestingen
Hussey

Lennys Nopala
Darling Perez Ramos
Sarah Puckett
Nicole Romero
Loretta Rowe
Sashikala Rubio
Rodriguez

“I saw firsthand how deeply children and teens are shaped by their
environments, and how powerful it can be when even one person
consistently stands by them. | realized that having someone who genuinely

listens, advocates, and believes in them can plant the seed for real growth

and healing. That’s what inspired me to become a CASA Volunteer.”

-Sandra Cardenas Santiago, CASA Volunteer

Kayla Samber
Preeti Sampath
Tamara Sanchez
Fletes

Steve Sandoval
Robin Schlundt
Nadia Schuman
Sarah Shuwarger
Sara Stovall

Jaime Svoboda
Lindsey Vallero
Naeema Vanpetten
Quyen Vo

Joseph Ware

Doris Weiss
Margaret Wilkerson
Steven Yaussy
Stacy Zander

Learn How
YouCan
ChangeA
Child's Story.™



https://casa17th.org/future-volunteers/?utm_source=annual-report&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=25-26
https://casa17th.org/future-volunteers/?utm_source=annual-report&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=25-26

If there’s a
there’s a
toleave a

CASA’s Legacy of Hope Society recognizes and honors the

following supporters who have included CASA of Adams & Broomfield
Counties in their estate plan, giving hope for future generations of children
and families in our community.

If you have any questions, or have included CASA of Adams & Broomfield learn more
Counties in your estate plan and would like to join our Legacy of Hope
Society, please contact Lisa Gallegos, Development Officer at

or

LEGAL NAME: CASA OF ADAMS & BROOMFIELD COUNTIES @
TAX ID NUMBER: 31-1657019

’ Donor Investment
Fundraising Events
T o T A I_ ?r:(];iié Leg Funding..
REVENUE

$],428,462 Use of Funds

Program
Fundraising
Administrative



https://casa17th.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Legacy-Giving-Guide.pdf
https://casa17th.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Legacy-Giving-Guide.pdf
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Tha kYou*’Donors |

17th Judicial District Victim

Assistance and Law Enforcement

(VALE) Program

Adams 12 Five Star Schools
Adams County Collaborative
Management Program (ACCMP)
Adams County Commissioners
Adams County Sheriff's Office
Adams County
SPARC/Community Enrichment
Grant

Anschutz Family Foundation

Holly* and Christopher Cannon
Brian Cohen
Dutch Bros LLC

17th Judicial District, Office of the
District Attorney

A-1Chipseal Co.

Accelergen

Bank of Colorado

Roberta Bourn

Cheri Brandon/Brandon Realty
Group

Brighton Legacy Foundation

Becky Brinkman and Margaret
Burd

Broomfield Rotary Charitable
Foundation

City of Brighton

City of Thornton
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‘
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BENEFACTORS

Colorado CASA

Bob and Carol Lembke

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN

Broomfield Community
Foundation

Chevron USA Inc.

City and County of Broomfield
City of Northglenn

City of Westminster

David and Ellen Clauss
Denver Children's Foundation

\ ‘_
FRIENDS

Fred and Dara Marvel
Patricia* and Matt Mergens
Zoe* and Donald Reese

Michelle Gayeski and Bryan
Breuer

Brian and Jennifer Gero
Gillis Family Foundation
Heasty Family Foundation
Intermountain Health
Kenneth and Myra Monfort
Charitable Foundation

"'#

Victims of Crime Act
(voca) Fund

Round Up Foundation

Lon and Dawni Schumacher
The Anschutz Foundation
Thornton Police Department
Virginia W. Hill Foundation
Westminster Community
Foundation

OF CASA

Stephanie and Patrick Ruiz
Matt and Lisa Sanchez
The Lillis Foundation

HEROES GUILD

Colorado Bar Foundation
CommonSpirit Health
Community Reach Center
Connect for Health Colorado
Dawn and John Davis

Bill Delisio

El Pomar Foundation
Gayeski Family Charitable
Trust

Larry Gayeski and Jennifer
Foster

Bob Grant and Beverley Dahan
George and Jan Herbst
Aaron and Sara Hoffman
Hooper Electric

Interstate Energy Inc

Drew Jemilo and Kevin Ellis
Karen Langsley and Jill Wilcox
Reid and Ruthann Lester

Pat McClellan

Mark and Joanne McCulley
Mcintire Family Gift Fund*
FirstBank

Jeff and Christine* Polliard
Quality Community Foundation
Chris and Vickie* Ricord
Rocky Mountain Children’s
Alliance Foundation (RMA)
Michael and Missy Salter
School District 27J

Town of Bennett
United Power

Lina Shipman

Mike and Korrie Skibinski

Solar RNR LLC

Tabor Funeral Home

Taylor Kohrs

The Edmund T & Eleanor Quick
Foundation

The Ranch Country Club
Trailhead Wealth Management, LLC
US Engineering Construction
Bill Wilcoxon

Rachel Ann Williams*

Wings Credit Union

Steven and Terry Woods
Charlene Zahn Busch



Adams Bank & Trust
Dmitra Alvarez

Nagesh and Anupama* Anupindi

Gary Bliss

Brighton Fire Rescue

Kelly Campbell

Bill and Ann Christopher
Community First Foundation
Patricia and Jonathon Dinise
Alicia Economos

Peter Garrett

Barbara Garrity

GH Phipps Foundation

-
*

POWERFUL VOICES SOCIETY

Faye Gillis

Shaheen and John Grant
Kathe Graves* and Bill Fine
Adam* and Kirsten Gromko
Jason and Leslie Halliday
Rebecca Hohnstein
Jonathon and Simone Jones
Kate and Ryan Karnik
Charles* and Erin* Keyes
Judy Lake

James and Barbara Lyall
Elizabeth Martinez

Scott and Tamara McClure
James and Rita McMullen

Tony and Nicole Milo

Codey and Jordan Morehouse
Ellen Muzzio

Deysi and William Neidig

Angel Oliver

Omni Interlocken Hotel

Judge John Popovich and Nancy
Juday

Judge Jeffrey and Lisa* Romeo
Boni and Michele Sandoval

Mel and Jennie Schulman
Susan Sieber

Marty* and Sherri* Sos
Thorncreek Men's Golf League

Michael Tupper and Naseem Munshi |

Tanner and Emily Tweten
Scott and Ami Wehn
Barbara Zeidman

Judge Don Quick and Kerrie Boese Jessica Zeidman-Ferko

reDirect

RECURRING DONORS

Mark and Janice Ziegler

Recurring donors are critical to the growth of our organization and play a direct role in helping us advance the
CASA mission. Recurring monthly gifts provide a consistent revenue stream and sustain our CASA Program, so we
can continue to serve vulnerable and at-risk children in our community.

Judy Ackley*

Stanley E Adamson
Laura Afflerbaugh*
Donna Alengi*

Pascual Alvarado

Tracie Alvarado

Dmitra Alvarez

Mike and Lynne Avery
Angela Barber

Raymond and Cynthia Bastian
Karen and David Bigelow

Becky Brinkman and Margaret Burd

Darcy Brown

Janice Cannon

Melinda Carbaijal

Bill and Ann Christopher
Towani Clarke

Wendy Clugston

Thomas Cross

Ash Dahl*

Danielle DeCamillis

Bill Delisio

John DeVos

Joe and Joyce Dominguez
Theresa* and Terry Dorsey
Brian Engle

Kevin Erickson

Chris and Jessica Fiedler
Rachel Munoz Florido

Lisa Gallegos

Rosie Garner

David and Abbie Gass

Lori Goldstein

Bob Grant and Beverley Dahan
Kathe Graves and Bill Fine
Aaron and Sara Hoffman
Emily Holloway*

Amy Holton

Interstate Energy Inc

Steve and Kathleen Johnson
Jonathon and Simone Jones
Kate and Ryan Karnik

Bob Kees

Charles* and Erin* Keyes
John and Elise Kietzmann
Mary Beth Kirven

Darcy Lacy*

Judy Lake

Kim Lammertin

Christine Leding

Bob and Carol Lembke

Reid and Ruthann Lester

Kim Lewis*

Erin Ley

James and Barbara Lyall
Cynthia Manuel

Scott and Tamara McClure
Mark and Joanne McCulley
Chris* and Caitlin McMahon
Alyshia Medina*

Patricia* and Matt Mergens
Sue Merryfield*

Tony and Nicole Milo
LaTonya Mitchell

Virginia Monaghan

Rachel Monroe

Pam and Dave Moores

Codey and Jordan Morehouse

Maggie Munoz

Ellen Muzzio

Deysi and William Neidig
Ted and Jill Nelson
Whitney Oakley

Zandra Ortivez

Susan Parker

Jeff and Christine* Polliard

Judge Don Quick and Kerrie Boese

Lydia Ramos

Penny Reed

Robert and Marie Reid
Chris and Vickie* Ricord
Alyson Robbins

Makayla Romey

Michael and Missy Salter
Naseem Samuel

Matt and Lisa Sanchez
Boni and Michele Sandoval
Casey Sauer

Natalie Sauter*

Mel and Jennie Schulman
Susan Sieber

Kimberly Singer

Peter Snyder

Marty* and Sherri* Sos
Lynnett Sweet

Vincient and Jennifer Sweet

Travis and Mary Anne Thornton

Jaclyn Tirone

Taylor Uekert

Terri Vacik

Theresa von Kuegelgen
Susan Weiss

Rachel Ann Williams*
David and Sheri Wiske

*indlicates current volunteer

Thank you to all 576 donors who kindly supported CAéA. |




Change a
Child’s Story™

donate today

Donations to CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties may
qualify for the Colorado Child Care Contribution tax
credit. If you are a Colorado resident who files a tax
return, you can receive 50% of your contribution as a
credit on your Colorado state taxes.

casal7th@casal7th.com | 720.523.2855
www.casal7th.org | 11860 Pecos Street, Suite 2700 | Westminster, CO 80234


https://casaofadamsbroomfieldcountiues-bloom.kindful.com/?campaign=1431233
https://casaofadamsbroomfieldcountiues-bloom.kindful.com/?campaign=1431233

	ANNUAL
	REPORT
	CASA OF ADAMS & BROOMFIELD COUNTIES

	If there’s a WILL,
	there’s a WAY,
	to leave a LEGACY
	CASA’s Legacy of Hope Society recognizes and honors the
	following supporters who have included CASA of Adams & Broomfield
	Counties in their estate plan, giving hope for future generations of children
	and families in our community.
	Donna Alengi and Tom Clark
	Lisa Gallegos
	Michelle Gayeski and Bryan Breuer
	Colin Gillis
	Robert and Sharon Huckins
	Vickie and Chris Ricord
	Stephanie and Pat Ruiz
	If you have any questions, or have included CASA of Adams & Broomfield Counties in your estate plan and would like to join our Legacy of Hope Society, please contact Lisa Gallegos, Development Officer at lisa@casa17th.com or 720.523.2855.
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	TOTAL
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	Grants...............................................28%
	Donor Investment.....................28%
	Fundraising Events....................21%
	State / Leg Funding...................13%
	In Kind..................................................4%
	Other.....................................................4%
	Investment Income....................2%

	Use of Funds
	Program .........................................81%
	Fundraising ...................................12%
	Administrative ..............................7%
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